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Introduction 
 
This parish profile is intended to provide prospective ministers with information 
about the congregation and parish of the Stewartry of Strathearn.  It aims to 
provide an honest overview of the church and the area. 
 
We pray that this document will be one of the tools which God will use to call 
the person He wants to lead the Stewartry into its next chapter. 
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A. Church Settings 
The parish lies to the South West of Perth, along the Earn valley.  The A9 
Perth – Stirling trunk road runs along the length of the parish.  The four church 
buildings are indicated on the map below by blue crosses, with the parish 
boundary indicated in red.  The church office is attached to Aberdalgie 
Church, and the manse is also at Aberdalgie, within its own grounds, but 
adjacent to the church.  

 
 
 
 
The boundaries of the parish extend to take in the extreme South-Western 
edge of Perth, and the parish thereby incorporates features such as the Perth 
park and ride facility, and the large office complex of Norwich Union, but does 
not include any substantial urban residential areas. 
 
There are good road links, via the A9 and M90 respectively to central areas of 
Scotland, with both Edinburgh and Glasgow being within an hours drive.   
 
Despite the main railway line running through the parish, there are no railway 
stations within the Parish, the nearest being Perth (to the North East) and 
Gleneagles (to the South West) 
 
 

Dundee 
21 miles 

Edinburgh 
37 miles 

Stirling 
18 miles 

Glasgow 
44 miles 
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B. Description of Parish 
The area covered by the parish consists predominantly of rural farmland.  
There are four villages in the area, at Aberdalgie, Aberuthven, Dunning and 
Forteviot.   The largest of these is Dunning, which is a thriving medium sized 
village with good amenities.  The other villages are smaller, though there has 
been some recent expansion at Aberuthven, with the prospect of substantial 
continued development. 
 
The villages 
 
Aberdalgie  is a small scattering of houses to the 
North East of the parish area on the Northern side 
of the Earn valley.  It is located near to Dupplin 
Castle and has fine views over the Earn valley and 
the Ochil Hills to the South.   
 
Aberuthven is a small but growing village situated 
on the A824 just off the A9 at the South Western 
end of the parish.  Local folk still know the village as “Smiddy Haugh”, 
reference to a smithy and the flat land by the river-side.  Amenities include a 
primary school, a thriving private nursery, a pub and a village hall (which is 
currently in some disrepair).  There is also a small business park.  The village 
is located near to Auchterarder (2 miles) which is a medium size town in the 
neighbouring parish.  The A9 is readily accessible from Aberuthven, which 
may explain its recent expansion as it is an easy 
commute to Perth and other large centres. 
 
Dunning is a medium sized village to the South 
West of the centre of the parish.  Amenities include 
a village hall, two general stores, a bakers shop, 
three pubs, golf course, bowling green and tennis 
courts.  There is a primary school in the village 
which has a new school building scheduled to open 
October 2008.  The thriving village has many active 
societies such as the SWRI and Historical Society.  
It is also home to the ancient Dupplin Cross, now housed in St. Serf’s Church 
(Historic Scotland).  As well as the Stewartry, there is a URC church in 
Dunning, with whom we have good relations, sharing services for 
remembrance Sunday each year. 
 
Forteviot is a small village in the central part of the 
parish, it was the site of an important Pictish 
settlement in the reign of King Oengus. With the 
defeat of the Picts by the Scots in the ninth century, 
Kenneth Mac Alpin had his palace there. 
 
Amenities include a primary school, a recently 
refurbished village hall and a bowling green.  
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A. Recent history 
The Stewartry Of Strathearn was formed in June 2000 by the union of four 
congregations.  The term 'Stewartry of Strathearn' was coined to reflect our 
Christian Stewardship over the combined parish.  Since its formation the 
Stewartry has evolved from four entities that cooperated with one another, to 
a single entity, yet which still offered worship in each of the original four 
church buildings.   
 
On establishing the union, a ministry team was formed, led by the minister, 
and incorporating a pastoral assistant, and a part time administrative 
assistant.  A church office was established and equipped.  Sunday services 
and pastoral visiting work were shared between the minister and the pastoral 
assistant, with administrative support provided by the administrative assistant.  
The Stewartry now shares resources on various activities across the parish. 
 
A survey of members in 2006 found people are involved with voluntary work 
ranging from Meals on Wheels and hospital transport to assisting at a prison 
visitor centre.  In both Aberuthven and Dunning a very high proportion of 
respondents to the survey were involved with local organisations like sporting 
clubs and community groups such as Community Councils and the Dunning 
Parish Historical Society.  This reflects the role of the church as a village 
institution in those places.   When asked what did people think the church 
should be doing for its members the survey responses revealed traditional 
concerns: 

·  providing worship 
·  visiting members (especially the elderly and sick) with an emphasis on 

the Minister visiting but also elders undertaking more visits 
·  encouraging young people 
·  helping us all to grow and understand the Christian faith 
·  being available in times of need 

 

B. Administration and 
structure 
Having recently adopted the new unitary 
constitution, the administration of the 
church is now in transition. To ensure 
the active participation of parishioners, a 
fresh structure has been agreed in 
which working groups, drawn from the 
individual talents of the congregation, 
will operate within six clusters which will 
report directly to the Kirk Session. 
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C. The congregation    
The attested roll of the congregation 
numbers 492.   
Dunning and Aberuthven churches tend 
to be “local” churches, drawing their 
congregations from the local villages.   

 
 
In contrast Aberdalgie and Forteviot, 
tend to be “gathered” churches, 
drawing their congregation from 
further afield, in many cases from 
outside the parish, e.g. Perth. 
 

A 2006 analysis of members by which church they attend gave 9% 
Aberuthven church; 21% Aberdalgie; 21% Forteviot and 49% Dunning.  78% 
of members live within the parish boundaries.  
  
Our youth group (the Tuesday Club) shows encouraging signs of growth, with 
the older teenagers beginning to show some spiritual maturity, having 
organised worship services and fundraising events to support charities in 
which they showed interest, thereby 
engaging and motivating the whole 
congregation.  
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A. Parish Statistical information 
On Census night (April 30 2001) there were 1771 people living in the parish – 
885 males and 886 females. 
  
The age profile was 
broadly similar to Scotland 
as a whole, with the 
Stewartry having relatively 
fewer 16-34 year olds; and 
was slightly above 
average in the older 
categories. 
 
The parish has a slightly 
above average proportion of 
married households and 
almost half the national 
average of lone parents 
 
 
 
Occupations within the parish reflect its rural nature and growing prosperity: 
many parishioners are either employed in the agricultural sector or are self 
employed 
 

.B. Congregation finances 
 
        2005    2006    2007 
Income     £57,361 £56,845 £66,260 
Expenditure     £62,997 £55,027 £67,327 
 
Balance of fabric fund at year end 2007 was:  Capital £236,750 
 Revenue  £  41,605 
 
It has been recognised by the Kirk Session that funding needs to be improved, 
to enable us to meet our future plans.  We have decided therefore to embark 
upon a stewardship program, “The Neglected Path” which will encourage 
members to make a commitment to proportional giving, starting with the most 
committed members first, and widening out to others. 
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A. Aberdalgie Church 

Aberdalgie Church, on the north side of the valley, looks across the 
surrounding farms to the Ochil Hills and bears witness to centuries of worship 
in a Scottish rural parish.   

The present church was erected by the Earl of Kinnoull in 1773.  

�

A “T-Plan” church of local sandstone, Aberdalgie features a fine Laird’s loft 
and a Georgian retiring room which now serves as the church office. 

B. Aberuthven Church 
A Secession church was founded in Aberuthven which, after the 1929 Scottish 
church union, became a parish church quoad sacra.  

The eighteenth century building 
was sold and converted as a 
residence in 1988. The present 
church building was dedicated 
on Easter Sunday 1991. 

�
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C. Dunning Church 
Of plain gothic style, the 
church’s foundation stone was 
laid in 1908 and building was 
completed in 1911. Originally 
belonging to the United Free 
Church, the congregation 
became Church of Scotland in 
1929 and the building, 
dedicated St. Paul’s, was 
chosen to serve Dunning Parish 
when the medieval St. Serf’s building ceased to be used for worship in the 
early 1970s.  
 

The church features an open 
timber roof and a chancel. 
There is fine stained glass, 
notable amongst which is the 
large window at the (liturgical) 
west end, depicting the 
Evangelists, and the window 
depicting the adoration of the 
Magi which was installed to 
mark the end of the second 
Christian millennium. 

 
 
D. Forteviot Church 
Legend has it that the first Christian Church at Forteviot was built in response 
to the visit of Kilrymont (St. Andrews) monks to the valley during the eighth 
century. 

The present building, 
the third, was erected in 
1778. It houses a 
number of medieval 
carved stones and the 
best preserved of the 
celtic hand bells in 
Scotland (c900 AD). 

The font is from the 
pre-reformation church 
of Muckersie which was 
united with Forteviot in 
1618. 
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E. Manse 
The Manse comprises 3 
public rooms plus 
kitchen, 2 pantries and 
scullery on the ground 
floor, with 5 bedrooms, 
study, bathroom and 
toilet on the first floor. 
There are also various 
stone/slate built 
outbuildings and a 
double garage. 
 
The garden grounds are 
extensive (total site area 
1.5 acres) and include a 
walled garden, until fairly 
recently cultivated but now sown out in pasture grass with the remainder 
being orchard. 
 
The Manse is a listed building of traditional stone/slate construction built in 
1833 (Architect – William Burn – renowned as a pioneer of Scottish baronial 
style and designer of many churches, public buildings and country houses).  
The manse together with the walled garden, church, church yard and glebe 
are regarded as being a classic example of a rural church cluster.  
 
The adjacent Glebe land (16 acres) is also owned by the Church and is the 
subject of a secure agricultural tenancy.  
 
The Stewartry Kirk Session has embarked on a programme of renovation and 
refurbishment of the Manse and a number of building works are currently in 
progress. 
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A. Services 
Sunday worship is offered each week in all four churches at the following 
times:  Forteviot 10:00 a.m; Dunning  10:30 a.m; Aberdalgie 11:15 a.m; 
Aberuthven  12 noon.  To date this has been achieved by means of the 
pastoral assistant sharing the services with the Minister on a rota basis, with 
each taking two services each week, alternating between Forteviot and 
Aberdalgie one week, and Dunning and Aberuthven the following week. 
 
The form of service is the same in each church, but each has its own unique 
atmosphere and feel and worshippers who are mobile are free to choose 
which of the services they prefer by time, location or general ambience.  This 
approach allows one service (Forteviot) to be designated as particularly 
suitable for younger children.  
 
Holy Communion is celebrated twice a year in each sanctuary, and a simple 
and short informal Communion service is held on the last Sunday of the 
month at Aberdalgie. 
 
On particular occasions, such as Harvest Thanksgiving, Easter Sunday and 
Christmas Day, it has been the practice to suspend three of the morning 
services to allow a joint service, which in the case of Easter would also 
include Holy Communion.  
 

B. Children and Youth. 
Within the parish we currently have the following opportunities to engage with 
our young people:   

·  Sunday morning worship at Forteviot 
especially designed to be “family friendly” 
and inclusive of very young children 

·  After the readings at the Forteviot service, 
families can remain or withdraw to the 
Village hall to join the Sunday Club 
activities.  

·  The Tuesday Club meets in Dunning 
church hall in two sections – the upper 
primary school age children meet for an 
hour starting at 7pm and the secondary 
school age group meet starting at 7.30pm in the kitchen for the “Cozy 
Café”, moving into the main hall when the younger group are finished.   

·  The ministry team regularly visit each of the three primary schools, where 
they have been well received. 

·  Rainbow and Brownie units run on Monday evenings in the church hall in 
Dunning. 

The Sunday Club at Forteviot and the Tuesday Club at Dunning are staffed by 
volunteers from the congregation on a rota basis.   
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C. Prayer 
In addition to the regular weekly worship services the Stewartry operates a 
prayer chain which exists as a ministry of love and care within the parish.  

There are currently twenty people on the Stewartry's Prayer Chain who pray 
every day for specific requests for individuals needing God's healing, comfort 
and strength. 

The Prayer Chain is confidential. The people who pray take their 
responsibilities seriously and try to set aside time each day to perform this act 
of service.  

D. Church Organisations 
In addition to the organisations already 
mentioned, the church currently offers 
the following on an ongoing basis: 

·  House group meets regularly in 
members’ houses to provide 
Christian fellowship, mutual 
support and discussion. 

·  Guild meets regularly in various 
locations throughout the parish. 

·  Justice and Peace Group meets on an occasional basis to consider 
how the congregation can best respond to various issues e.g. fair 
trade. 

·  Communications group  maintains the website and edits a quarterly 
magazine “The Banner” which is distributed to all members 

·  Aberuthven Friendship Club meets weekly in the church to provide 
people of the village an opportunity to drop in, enjoy a cup of tea, a 
chat, and occasional group activities. 

·  @twelvethirty meets monthly in Dunning church hall, to provide an 
informal relaxed forum at which there can be open discussion of any 
aspect of faith or Christian living 

A variety of other discussion groups are also held from time to time. 

E. Other activities 
Dunning Church Centenary Celebrations  
To mark the centenary of the opening of St. Paul's Church, proposals are 
being considered for its reordering.  To this end there are currently two 
working groups underway – one to plan events during the centenary year 
itself, and another to consider the reordering works and how best to transform 
the church into a building which will meet the needs of the next 100 years. 


