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PASTORAL CARE OF THE BAPTISED

/[

‘ You have agreed to become part of a small but very

important new initiative within the congregation.
! You will be taking greetings on the anniversary of
someone’s baptism.

Most of those whom you will visit will be young dthien but of
course the baptised may be a young person or dn adu

I nfants

In recent times the Churches have been seriousiyignng their
belief about Baptism and reaffirming its importamsethe point at
which a person becomes a member of the communigitbf In
terms of the Church ideas of “joining” & “membenghbelong
more naturally to Baptism than to Profession ottai

Our own children do not wait until they are capatfienature choice
before they become members of our families. Theydro they are
and in later years they can choose how to respmiitat.

In the same way we become members of the familyanf because
of what Christ has done for us. We choose God Iseche first
chose us.

We have not been good at following up the Bapti$infants. They
form the real “membership roll” of our congregat@md we must
treat them as little sisters and brothers, encaogatem and their
families from the very first to see the Church #mel life and
worship of the congregation as a natural and weilcgmplace for
them to be at home. How many people have we lost the
Christian community because they were never engedrto see
that they belonged to it?

What we ask of you is that you visit the home bBatised child at
least until age four. Of course you will be visgfithe family but the
fact that you have called to bring greetings tortbleild will make a
powerful point. You will have a card on which yaandfill out the
name and the baptismal date.

Your list will be supplied from the Baptismal Regis kept in the
office.

When the child reaches Sunday School age pleasernithe
Children’s Ministry Team.

Young personsor adults

The obvious difference here would be that you caeailklto the
person in a way not possible with an infant. Bet purpose of the
visit is the same — to bring greetings on the agnsiary, the
friendship of a fellow member. Since the districtez should also be
in touch with this person you may wish to use yjodgement as to
how many anniversaries are marked. Perhaps onlfyr¢te

This note is accompanied by copies of the leai$sised prior to
Baptism and Profession of Faith and one dealinh auir attitude to
children in the Church. These will give some baokad to our
belief and practice.

The Church office will give you a list of persoribaated to you.
Additions to this list will be passed to you frommé to time.



